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ftffK* VICt. PRESIDENT, AND 

GENTLEMEN OF THE AMERICAN ACADEMY OF ARTS AND SCIENCES, 

JL O fufpend for a while, the ordinary purfuits of life, 
whether of an a6tive or contemplative nature — to trace the path 
of the great, the virtuous, and the wife, through all their exer- 
tions for the benefit of mankind— and to portray their charac- 
ters as an example to the world — has been the practice of all 
ages — and is certainly a rational, an ufef ul, and a philofophic 
employment. Such a talk, your too partial fentiments have af- 
figned me this day, 
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we cannot but recolleCt, that once before we have been afTem- 
bled in this auguft place — when, from this defk, our refpeCted 
and beloved Prefident, in itrains of wifdom, urged us to the hon- 
orable employment of contributing to the advantage of our coun- 
try, by ufeful ftudies, and important literary refearches. We 
heard him with attention : We venerated him as our Patron : 
We refpeCted him as a Philofopher' and a Man. But he is now 
no more ! and it is in obedience to your commands, that I have 
this day undertaken, from the fame place, the pleafing though 
melancholy tafk of pronouncing his Eulogy. 

it may be pertinent on this occafion to obferve, that it has 
been ufual for fuch focieties, in other countries, on the death of 
thofe members who have been diftinguifhed for their talents and 
their virtues, to direct fome of their fellows to delineate their 
characters -, not in the {trains of undeferved panegyric, nor in 
the form of tumid declamation, but in the plainer garb of truth : 
Such, I understand to be your expectations from me on this oc- 
cafion. I am not therefore at liberty to exercife the talents of 
an orator, if I poffefs them, but am reftrained by the more rigid 
academic rules. Let me then reft on your candor, while I at- 
tempt a fketch of the life of Mr. Bowdoin, and of thofe incid- 
ents, which refle6t honor on his memory. 

the anceftors of our Prefident were inhabitants of Rochclle^ 
in France : They were of honorable defcent, and pofTefTed a fair 
inheritance there, and were of that body of Proteftants, who for 
a long time refifted the attempts of the tyrants of that country 
to enflave them, and to compel them againft their confciences to 
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abandon their religion. His father, in the year 1686, on the 
perfecution which followed the revocation of the edi£t of Nantz* 
left his native country, and facing poverty and danger, fled to 
America, as the afylum of liberty, and in the year 1688, fettled 
in the town of Bo/Ion : By his induftry, economy and integrity, 
he accumulated a very ample fortune ; and poileffed fo much of 
the efteem and refpe£l of his fellow citizens, that he was chofen 
a member of the Council, for feveral years before his death, 

our Prefident was born at Bofton, Auguft 7th, 1726, and hav- 
ing made the ufual progrefs in fcholaftic and collegiate ftudies, 
was admitted to his degree of Bachelor of Arts, at Havard College ^ 
A. D. 1745, and of Mafterof Arts, A. D. 1748. During this 
period he was diftinguifhed by the decency of his behaviour, the 
complacency of his manners, the regularity of his condu£l, 
and by his folicitude to acquire ufeful knowledge, which excited 
him to induftry and attention, and laid the foundation for that 
refpeft, which he long maintained in the literary world. It does 
not appear, that he poffeffed that extraordinary brilliancy of ge- 
nius, which entitled him to be ranked amongft thofe who have 
aftonilhed the world by the force of their imaginations, or the 
uncommon power of their natural abilities : Indeed fuch char- 
afters are rarely to be found, and when they exift, are ufually 
deficient in that folidity of judgment which is neceflary to reftrain 
the extravagance of their ideas, and their romantic and impious 
principles, and eccentric condu£t, often conduce more to the inju- 
ry of the w r orld, than the brightnefs of their conceptions to its 
benefit. Our deceafed friend poflefled the more ufeful talents of 

found 



found good fenfe, and clearnefs of difcernment, which, with an 
improved mind, cultivated with affiduity, and enriched by learn- 
ing, enabled him in all circumftances of life to decide with pro- 
priety* 

he had fcarcely attained to the age of twenty one years, 
when by the death of his father, he found himfelf in pofleffion 
of a great eftate : This event was a trial of his virtue ; for how- 
ever anxloufly moft men labour to accumulate riches for their 
children, it is a truth, founded on the principles of reafon, 
and confirmed by obfervation, that they commit to their hands 
a dangerous cup, with which they are more frequently intoxicat- 
ed and debauched, than rendered happy or ufeful to the world : 
But Mr. Bowdoin had already acquired too fixed a charadier, to 
be drawn afide from his rational purfuits, or diverted into the 
the paths of diffipation : He received the bounty of providence 
with moderation, and nfed its gifts without abufing them : This 
acceffion of property, placing him in eafy and independent cir- 
cumftances, he formed an early connexion with a refpe&able 
family, which happily continued during his life, and afforded him 
that folace and domeftic enjoyment, which can alone give a zeft 
to the refearches of the ftudious, and render pleafing the toilfome 
enterprizes of the laborious. In his juvenile days he indulged 
himfelf in fporting in the fields of ParnaJJus ; but he never Of- 
fered his mufe to lead him aftray from the paths of decency and 
virtue. Thefe lighter performances were directed to make the 
heart better, and to exhibit to his young friends, morality 
and religion in a pleafing garb. He gave one of them to 
the world, under the title of " A Parapbrafe of the Economy of 
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Human Life." But his genius and tafte led liim more frequent- 
ly to fix his attention on the clofer ftudies of natural and moral 
philofophy, ethics, politics, and general jnrifprudence. 

in the year 1753, at the age of twenty-feven, he was chofen a 
reprefentative for the town of Bofton. The uncommon maturity 
of his judgment, was evidenced by this choice., as few perfons have 
been introduced into the legiflature, from the capital^ at fo early 
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about this time he formed and fixed his fciendfhip with thofe 
perfons in this and the neighbouring governments, who for their 
claffic tafte, liberal fentiments, attachment to literature and the 
caufe of freedom, were eminently diftinguifhed : A Franklin, 
a Winthrop, a Pratt, an Otis, a Cooper, a Mayhew, 
and a Thacher, were in this number, befides other characters 
not lefs deferving, who ftill furvive. Many letters on literary 
£ubje6ts, and fome of them on deep philofophical queftions, 
paffed between him and the great American philofopher lately 
deceafed, which fhevr the real talents of both in thofe fciences, 
and the efteem and relpe6l which they entertained for each other. 

in the year 1757, he was ele£led a member of the Council, and 
continued to be annually chofen until the year 1769, when the 
choice was negatived by Governor Bernard. It is neccflary to 
give a fummary of the ftate of politics at that time, to account 
for this circumflance. The M iniftry and Parliament of Great- 
Britain, finding the revenue of the kingdom inefficient to dis- 
charge the interefl of the national debt, together with the annual 
expenfes of -government, enormoufly increafed by unmerited pen- 
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fions, formed a plan for taxing the Colonies towards the fupply of 
their treafury \ probably hoping, that by means of the officers neo 
eiTury to colle6t the taxes, they fhould create andfecure an exten- 
five influence here, which would favor their defign of prolonging 
our dependence upon them, and on thefe, and other fubordinate 
principles, they palled the flamp a£l, the declaratory aft, and oth- 
er acts, calculated as they thought, to accomplish their defigns. 
The Colonies were alarmed 5 they petitioned and remonftrated 
without effect 5 they obftrufted in different ways the execution 
of thefe afts. The Britiih miniftry attempted to coerce them to 
obedience ; and introduced a body of foldiers for that purpofe. 
During thefe times, Mr Bowdoin was in the Council, and vig- 
oroufly oppofed all the meafures devifed to produce compliance : 
His heart was warmed ; and his head and pen* as well as his 
tongue, employed in the caufe of his country : As a philofopher 
and chriflian, he was a lover of peace, but he did not inherit from 
his anceftors, nor had he imbibed from any other fource, the 
principles of paflive obedience and non-refiftance. He was in 
every fenfe a patriot : He connected himfelf with thofe who were 
determined not to be flaves : It was in his power to have made 
any terms for himfelf, if he could have deferted his principles ; 
but firm and incorruptible, he put every thing at hazard -, this 
occaficned the meafure taken by Governor Bernard. But the ef~ 
teem of his fellow-citizens, and their opinion of his talents and 
integrity, caufed them to place him in the Houfe of Reprefent- 
atives at the next election. When Governor Hutchinfon fucceeded 
Governor Bernard, Mr. Bowdoin was again elected into the Coun- 
cil, and the choice was approved by the Governor \ who thought 
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it necefiary however, to apologize to the ndiiiitry for this ftep, by 
informing them, " That Mr. Bowdoin* s oppofition would be 
lefs injurious in the Council, than in the Houfe of Repre- 
sentatives." The evidence derived from thefe facts is of the 
higheft nature $ and irrefiftably prove Mr. Bowdoin's unequivo- 
cal attachment to the rights of his country. 

when the town of Bo/lon was a garrifon, he left his home, and 
became a fugitive with his brethren. He was elected a member 
the firfl: American Congrefs, but did not accept the appointment. 
This meafure has in a later period been mifreprefented by thofe 
who wifhed to diminifti his influence -, but it was the effe£t of his 
firmnefs and independence of fpirit :. Confcious of his own recti- 
tude, and daring to face calumny as well as the refentment of the 
Britifh government, he ventured to decline the truft. He found 
his health, which through life had been tender, too feeble for fuch 
an undertaking, in a climate calculated to aggravate his com- 
plaints. But did he temporize ? Did he leave his country, or its 
enemies, to doubt of his future conduct ? So far from this, that 
while the Britifh. miniftry exercifed the pageantry of civil govern- 
ment within the province, Mr. Bowdoin took his ftation at the 
head of the Council, who were exercifing the fupreme executive, 
and one branch of the legiilative authority, and thereby expofed 
himfelf to punifhment for this confpicuous overt a£t of treafon. 
Through all periods of the war, which was now begun, and which 
ended with the emancipation of America from the yoke of Great- 
Britain, he exerted all his talents and devoted himfelf to the 
fervice of his country, 
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in the year 1779, the people of Maffachufetts, who had for fev- 
eral years, felt the inconvenience of a mutilated government, 
which was only the remains of that which had been eftablifhed 
by the charter, called a convention for the purpofe of forming a 
new conftitution for the ftate : To this convention were return- 
ed, from all parts of the commonwealth, as great a number of 
men of learning, talents, and patriotifm, as had ever been affem- 
bled here at any earlier period. Mr. Bowdoin, a delegate from 
Bofton, was elected their prefident : The coolnefs of their debates, 
the refult of their deliberations, and the conftitution which they 
recommended, confirmed the fentiments which had been antici- 
pated from their charafter. In this ftation, Mr. Bowdoin con- 
duced with a dignified propriety. Patience, attention, candor, 
and impartiality, the conftant attendants of great and honeft 
minds, were qualities which he daily exercifed. It is owing to 
the hints which he occafionally gave, and the part which he took 
with the committee, who framed the plan, that fome of the moft; 
admired fe£tions in the conftitution of this State appear in their 
prefent form : This aflembly of wife men carried home with 
them fuch impreflions of his character, as an able and virtuous 
ftatefman, that they retained the higheft,efteem and refpe£i for 
him till his death. 

in the month of May, 1780, the acl which gives a charter of 
incorporation to the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, 
pafled the legiflature. As our ancellors, in the very infancy of 
their fettlements, convinced that an enlightened people muft ne- 
ceffarily be free, eftablifhed the fchool at .Newton, which has 
fmce rifen to be the .univerfity at Cambridge ; fo our political fa- 
thers, 



11 

thers, imprefled with the lame liberal principle, and connecting 
in their views knowledge and freedom, although the country was 
then engaged in a diftrefiing war, the moft important to the lib- 
erties of mankind, which was ever undertaken, inftituted this fo- 
ciety. Mr. Bowdoin was unanimoufly chofen our President, 
and has been annually reelected to the fame office. It is in this 
ftation, that he has been more nearly in our view. It is in 
this chara£ter that we have confidered him as our patron, philo- 
fopher, and friend. Adtive in procuring our inltitution, and 
perfevering in his attention to its intereft, he not only promot- 
ed our eftablifhment by his influence, but contributed by his lit- 
erary labours to fill up our defign. With this view he wrote and 
delivered the philofophical difcourfe, which introduces the firft 
volume of our memoirs ; in which are marked his acquaintance 
with literary fubje£ts, and his ardent defire to advance the obje6ts 
for wdiich w r e were incorporated. Not long after he communi- 
cated three memoirs, written by himfelf. In the firft, were ob- 
fervations upon an hypothefis, for folving the phenomena of 
light which Dr. Franklin had raifed in oppofition to the the- 
ory of Sir Isaac Newton. In this, Mr. Bowdoin, with inge- 
nious perfpicuity, and with that friendly freedom which great 
and candid men ufe towards each other, examines the hypothe- 
fis of Dr. Franklin, and elucidates and confirms that of Sir 
Isaac Newton, leaving this aftonifhing genius in poffeffion of 
his title of the iC Father of the Theory of Light," without di- 
minifhing the juft claims of the American to the difcovery of the 
Ele6tric fyftem, and the means of guarding againft its furprizing 
efFefts. The fecond and third memoirs, are alfo on the fubjed 
of light, and are an attempt, by a new theory, to account for the 
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manner in which the wafire of matter in the fun and fixed flars, by 
the conflant efflux of light from them, is repaired, and to account 
for certain luminous phenomena in the heavens, which have 
been hitherto unfatisfaftorily explained.. Thefe memoirs afford 
conclufive evidence that Mr. Bowdoin was deeply converfant in 
the principles of natural philofophy -, and though the latter me- 
moir fuggefls a theory which may be liable to fome objections, yet 
the novelty of it, and the ingenious manner in which he has con- 
fidered it, difcovers an inquifitive mind, and a boldnefs of ideas, 
beyond thofe, who, though learned in the knowledge of others, 
are too feeble to venture on new and unexplored paths of fci- 
ence. If any fhould be inclined to believe that this iyftem is 
too vifionary, let them recollect, that fome of the greateft men the 
world has produced have fallen into a like error, and that even a 
Bacon^ a Descartes, a Whiston, and a Burnet, among the 
moderns, and a Plato, a Pliny, and an Aristotle, among the 
ancients, have advanced theories, which though fmce found to be 
defective, have given hints to fucceeding philofophers, which have 
led to fome of the moft ufeful and important difcoveries that have 
illuminated and improved the world. Mr. Bowdoin did not reft 
here in his endeavours to ferve the fociety ; he gave them pecu- 
niary aid in- his life time, and bequeathed them by his laft will a 
fum of money, and his large and valuable library. 

he received many letters and perfonal applications from per- 
fons ingenious in mechanic arts, and in plans for extending the 
manufactures of our country y and the manner in which they 
were attended to, and encouraged, led them to confider him m 
an eminent degree as their patron and friend. 
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through a large portion of his life, he was, by his ftation, an 
overfeer of Harvard College, and in the year 1779, he was chofen 
a fellow of the corporation of that Univerfity, in which office he 
continued until the year 1786, when he refigned it on account of 
his more public engagements . In the clafs of his mod delega- 
ble cares, the exercife of his duties in this office may be confid- 
ered as {landing among the higheft. He loved the fociety - y he 
was fond on all occafions of avowing his relation to it as his lit- 
erary parent : And as a friend to his country and the interefts of 
religion and learning, he viewed it in a light ftill more import- 
ant : He was unceafing in his efforts to ferve it, and he contrib- 
uted by very handfome donations during his life, to render the 
means of inftrudlion there more ufeful 5 and eftablifhed by his 
will, a fund for rewarding thofe ftudents who fhould be diftin- 
guifhed by their merit, 

in the year 1785, Mr. Bowdoin was chofen Governor of the 
Commonwealth of Majfachufetts : while he received honor from 
this exalted ftation, he added to it dignity. No part of the du- 
ties of his adminiftration were negle£led or carelefsly performed. 
In his correfpondencies with the fupreme council of the then con- 
federated ftates, and with thofe of each of them, he was regular 
and punctual. No a6t or refolve of the legiflature received his 
approbation until he had attained a thorough knowledge of its 
obje£t — comprehended the defign of its provifions, and was on the 
whole fatisfied of its falutary effe&s. In his appointments to of- 
fices of civil trufl, he was careful and judicious, nor ever profti- 
tuted this important and delicate confidence, with which he was 
entrufted by the conftitution, by committing the care of the 
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property, the lives, the reputation, and the liberty of the citizens- 
to unworthy hands. Although he was by nature, and by his 
habits, lefs fitted for military duties, than for thofe of civil life ; 
yet his arrangements of the militia gave univerfal fatisfa&ion. 
Mod of the independent corps in the town of Bojlon, and many 
in other parts of the ftate, which have been diftinguifhed for their 
brilliant and foldierlike appearance, were formed under his admin- 
iftration, and he had the pleafure while in office to fee the militia 
as refpe£table as any that have appeared in this, or perhaps in any 
country. Refpe£table foreigners, and citizens of other ftates, 
while they were received with a proper attention, which gratified 
their feelings, were imprefled with a refpe6l that dignified the 
government, as well as the Governor. 

he was again placed in the chair in the year 1786, .during 
which year, a cloud arofe with fo threatening an afpe£t to the 
freedom of America, as called for the exertions of all his abilities 
to diffipate. The infurre6lion in this flate, was an occurrence fo 
interefting at the time, fo important in its political effects, and fo 
memorable in the hiftory of this country, that it mufl engage 
our attention for a few moments, efpecially as the chara6ler of 
Mr. Bowdoin was greatly developed by the part which he a6led 
upon the occafion. Many caufes concurred to produce this dis- 
turbance : a long war from which this country had but juft e- 
merged, had left on the people a heavy debt, which was felt with 
greater weight, as the taxes had been fuffered for fome years to 
accumulate, by the incautious remitnefs in the collection of them : 
A depreciating paper currency had thrown many honeft people 
Into difficult circumftances : Thefe were aggravated by their fee- 
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:ng fome of their more artful neighbors iiidd-jnly poffeffed of the 
property which they had loft, by their confidence in a medium, 
the operations of which they did not underftand. Creditors had 
been cautious in calling for their debts, while the laws had coun- 
tenanced debtors in offering them an iniquitous compenfation. 
When government therefore began to exert itfelf to enforce the 
colleftion of taxes, and the courts of law were open to dojuftice 
to creditors, a few artful men, of defperate fortunes, and wicked 
hearts, conceived the defign of inciting the people, who were 
without information of the true (late of affairs, to oppofe the 
courts of law, and even to rife in arms to obftruft them. Many 
people of honeft intentions, from whom their views were con- 
cealed, were induced to give them countenance, without confid- 
ering the confequences, which muft inevitably follow a ftate of 
anarchy, in which the laws, and the regular adminiftration of 
jultice, muft be fufpended. Thefe combinations were extenfive 
and formidable, and perhaps there was a time in which it was 
uncertain, whether even a majority of the people were not at leaft 
in a difpofition not to oppofe the progrefs of iiifurgency. Like 
caufes of uneafinefs, in a greater or lefs degree, exifted in molt of 
the confederated flates : The contagion appeared to fpread, and 
unlefs the progrefs of their fuccefs had been fuddenly arretted, 
the flame which was already kindled, would probably have caught 
the combuftibles fcattered throughout the ftates, and have raged 
with irrefiftible fury. Mr. Bowdoin was at this time our Gov- 
ernor — in a fituation to try the fortitude and refources of any 
man. Many palliatives wfere propofed — He was induced for a 
time to liften to them, and to give his affent t© an act, which for 
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a moment he was perfuaded to believe, might relieve them from 
fome of their preffing difficulties, and extinguifh the flame. This 
meafure gave pain to fome of his belt friends. But the views of the 
leaders in the infurrection, and their fecret abettors, went further 
than their profeffions, and it became neceflary to oppofe their 
progrefs with force. The majority of his council were found 
ready to fupport him, in the moll efficient meafures. Money, the 
fmews of war, was wanting — the treafury was empty — but by a 
meritorious exertion of the merchants, and other gentlemen of 
property, in which Mr. Bowdoin himfelf fet an honorable ex* 
ample, ample funds were immediately provided. The militia 
was called forth, and a gentleman put at their head, whofe pru- 
dence and abilities, as well as courage, had been often proved. 
By his fpirited exertions,, and thofe of the officers and militia un- 
der his command, difficulties apparently infurmo.untable . were 
overcome. By rapid marches, inthemoflinclementfeafon, over 
mountains of fnow, almoft as difficult to pafs as the Alps to the 
General of Carthage y the infurgents and their leaders were pan- 
ic liruck, and fled with precipitancy 5 and, without the effufion 
of blood, the rebellion was crufhed, and peace and fafety reftor- 
ed to the flate. The general orders ifTued by the Governor, fhew 
at once his firmnefs and circumfpeftion,. and his tender concern 
for the lives and rights not only of the innocent and lefs blame- 
able citizens, but even of thofe in an high degree criminal. 
When we take a retrofpeclive view of this fcene, and find fuch 
numbers of people, who had fo recently been united in refilling 
the dangers of tyranny \ who appeared to underftand fo well the 
rights of mankind, and the boundaries of civil liberty which 
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ihould not be tranfgreffed — we are aftomjhed that principles 
Ihould have been fo foon imbibed, and a conduit adopted, which 
brought into fuch imminent hazard, all they could hold dear, and 
for which they had fo virtuoufly and fuccefsfully contended — -We 
fhudder at the idea, that the fair fabric of American liberty and 
independence, which they had erecied, and in which they had 
placed the altar of freedom, and where was then burning the 
pureft incenfe, was at once on the point of being overthrown, the 
flame extinguifhed, and the dome of tyranny and defpotifm, the 
fuccefFors of anarchy, fixed on its ruins. But the extremes of 
good and evil are .often marked by imperceptible lines. In this 
occurrence we may, without a fanciful imagination, trace one of 
the moft operative caufes, which gave birth and energy to that 
fyftem of union, which has fince cemented, and, we truft, indif- 
folubly, the freemen of America. 

a number of merchants, and other gentlemen of property, in 
the year 1784, having procured a charter for a Bank, confidered 
Mr. Bowdoin, as the perfon moft likely to give them credit, and 
allure the world of their honor and liability, and placed him at 
their head as their Prefident. 

a society afterwards formed under the name of the Humane 
Society, for purpofes friendly to humanity, followed their exam- 
ple and gave him the fame rank among them. 

mr. Bowdoin's reputation as a man of fcience and virtue, was 
not confined to the United States of America. Diftinguifhed 
honors were conferred on him by many learned focieties. lie 
was made L, L. D, by the universities of Cambridge, Philadel- 
phia^ 



phitr, and Edinburgh*, Fellow of the Royal Society of London* * ¥ 
Fellow of the Society cf Arts, Manufactures and Commerce of 
Lcndon s and lie maintained through life an extenfive correfpon- 
dcnce with men of tafte and learning;. 



*&• 



his laft public appearance in a political character, was in the 
Convention of this ftate, appointed in the year 1788, to confider 
of the Conftitution of the United States. On this, as on a former 
occafion of like nature, but cf lefs importance, many gentlemen, 
who, from their private employments and love of retirement, had 
declined engaging in the bufy fcenes of politicks, aflembled to de- 
liberate on a plan of government, which might for many gener- 
ations affect the liberty and happinefs of the citizens of America. 
In this affembly, fo refpe£rable for the great and virtuous charac- 
ters which compofed it, Mr. Eowdoin appeared as aReprefentative 
for his native town. Here he again became a ftrenuous advocate 
for a form of government, calculated as he conceived, to produce 
that fecurity, which is the ultimate defideratum in all focial com- 
pacts, and which fecurity depends on the introdu&ion of fuch 
checks, as may at all times balance the dangers, which arife to 
true freedom, from the occafional preponderancy of ariftocratic 
or democratic principles* Here he reafoned with pertinent force, 
and his fpeech on the occafion, printed among the debates of that 
convention, demonftrates his thorough acquaintance with the 
principles of government, and his ability to fupport them. He 
gave his voice for the adoption of the conftitution, not becaufe 
he thought it merely preferable to the feeble ftru&ure of the 
confederation, or that the falutary provifions of it overbalance 
thofc which were exceptionable ; but from a full convi&ion, 

that 
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that It was probably one of the heft, that human wifdorn could 
deviie. 

the character of Mr. Bowdoin has hitherto been principally 
confidered in thofe points of view, in which he has been placed 
by his public ftations. But the hiftory of his private life is no 
lefs honorable to himfelf, nor lefs ufeful and inftru&ive to the 
world. He early eftablifhed for himfelf a fyftem of order, which 
enabled him through a life, greatly converfant with public af- 
fairs, to poflefs a dignified leifure. He was never unduly preff- 
ed for time, to perform all his duties ; to gratify the bent of his 
fpeculative tafte for literary purfuits 5 or to folace himfelf in his 
rational amufements with his domeftic connexions. The fame 
order enabled him fo to conduct his property as to avoid confu- 
fion and wafte, and to be ever ready to apply it to the purpofes 
of hofpitality and beneficence, 

he was an open and unreferved profeflbr of the chriffcian reli- 
gion, and in the form ufually pra£tifed in this country. He was 
not oftentatious, enthufiaftic, or intolerant 5 but it was on reli- 
gion as the firmeft balls, that he refted all his hopes, and from 
which lie derived his confolation. He was a friend to the clergy, 
not only of his own religious denomination, but of all others. He 
received them with .courtefy ; he encouraged them with his coun- 
tenance, and he frequently relieved their pecuniary difficulties. 
They repaid him with afFe&ion ; and they have fhown a refpeei 
for his memory by the affliction which they unaffectedly exhibit 
at his death. 

F I MIGHT 
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i might with the ftrifteft truth, point out many other ex- 
cellent traits in his charafter, but to thofe who knew him, their 
own knowledge will fupply the deficiency ; and with thofe who 
did not, I might incur the cenfure of deviating from the rules 
prefcribed me. It may be faid that our country has produced 
many men of as much genius $ many men of as much learning 
and knowledge 3 many of as much zeal for the liberties of their 
country, and many of as great piety and virtue. But, is it not 
rare indeed, to find thofe in whom they have all combined, and 
been adorned with his other accomplifliments ? 

we now approach to that fcene, in which all men niuft at lail 
acl. The wife, and the foolifh ; the learned, and the ignorant j 
ilatefmen, and men in humble life, are here placed on a level ; yet 
it is in that fcene, in which, whatever characters they have borne* 
or have affumed, the mafk, if any they have worn, muft drop for- 
ever, Mr. Bowdoin, ftill in the pofleflion of the undebilitated 
powers of his mind, and when his friends promifed themfelves 
much from his experience and example, was attacked by a mofc 
painful and fatal diibrder, under which he lived feveral months, 
but in the full view of approaching death. Let us draw near 
his couch : We {hall there fee him fuffering the mofl excruciat- 
ing pain j but fuftaining it with fortitude ■•; reviling that difpofi- 
tion of his temporal affairs, which his love of order, had induced 
him. to make in health ; his heart overflowing with gratitude for 
the bleflings he had enjoyed \ willing to live, but not afraid to 
die y his hopes lively and animated 5 not fupported by any vi~ 
lionary dreams of enthufiafm, but by the rational belief of the 

religion 



religion Tie had profefTed, and on the retrofpeft of a life, which 
had been conduced by its principles, and at laft quitting it like a 
philofopher and chriflian. 

he died on the fixth day of November y 1790. By his will he 
gave to the Religious Society with whom he was connected;, and 
to their Miniiter, as well as to the Univerfity at Cambridge and 
to this Academy, very handfome legacies. 

the general anxiety which had for fome weeks been manifested 
by an inquifitive Solicitude for his fafety, was now changed into 
expreffions of forrow at his death. 

great and refpectable was the concourfe which attended his 
funeral — every fpecies of occupation was fufpended — all ranks 
and orders of men — the clergy and the laity — the magistrate and 
the citizen — men of leifure~ and men of bufmefs — teltified 
their affection and refpe£t, by joining in the folemn proceilion— 
and crowds of Spectators lined the Streets through which it pall- 
ed — while an uncommon filence and order every where marked 
the deepnefs of their forrow. And can we, my brethren, part 
with our friend, our brother, and our head, without regret ? Can 
we recollect, without emotion, the many pleafmg and inStrucUve 
hours we have palled with him, in his clofet, in cur meetings, 
and at his Social board ? Can we forget his virtues ? or can we, 
without the molt pungent forrow, reflect that the heart which 
they once filled, now ceafes to beat ? and the eye through which 
their emanations were conveyed, is clofed forever ? Is it lefs phi- 
lofophical to indulge the tear, that flows from, thofe principles of 

fympathy 



24 

fympathy which expand and elevate the heart, and dignify the 
man, than to affeft a cold apathy which nature, or its author, 
has never given him ? No — let us feel, but fubmit — let us deeply 
engrave on our minds the impreffions of his character, and ani- 
mated by his virtues, imitate his example. 




